Summary of results from the BORDER-course on Finnish-Swedish border in Haparanda (Sweden) 

The last of the BORDER Summer Schools (Borders as Opportunities for Regional Development in Europe) was organised under the title 'Regional Development in Emerging and Disappearing Border Regions’ in Haparanda on 10 - 22 August 1998. 

The number of participants was 53, and the amount of ECTS obtained in the courses was 212. The Summer School attracted young researchers to attend from almost all countries of the European Union. Forty-three per cent of the participants were from less-favoured areas, 13 per cent from industry and 51 per cent women. 

Participants were introduced to the economic, social and cultural issues of the border areas of the northernmost areas of Europe. Young researchers made field research in the following topics:

   1. The "EuroCity Concept", Cross-community service utilisation 

   2. Ethnicity & Minorities & Development 

   3. Infrastructural Development & Border Mobility 

   4. Rural Development Policy in Northern Europe 

   5. The Role of Natural Resource Utilisation in Development 

   6. The Networking of Small, Medium and Large Enterprises 

   7. Higher and Secondary Education in Northern Europe 

   8. Sustainable Tourism in Northern Europe

The 2-week programme included field research, which was conducted in Northern Finland, Sweden and Norway. Group 5 made interviews and Nikel in the Russian North and organised a research seminar in Zapolyarnyj.

The course consisted of plenary sessions given by leading European experts focusing on the development issues of the European North. Eight group leaders supervised field research and group work. Each group presented their research results in the final seminar of the course and composed a written report. 

The aims of the Haparanda Summer School was to improve the skills of young European researchers in researching cross-border co-operation, improving their understanding of various development options of border areas and laying foundations for further research. In this last BORDER course, participants evaluated the current socio-economic situation of the border areas and attempted to design measures of how to enhance socio-economic development in the different configurations of borders. 

From the perspective of geography and the social sciences as academic domains, this Summer School course was an excellent seedbed for developing joint European research. This BORDER course certainly acted as the catalyst for the young researchers to seek new academic achievements and to develop new theories in geography and social sciences in Europe. 

Joensuu, 21 September 1998






_________________________________






Markku Tykkyläinen, Scientist-in-charge

ERBFMMACT960147

